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Source: JEC Calculation based on data from Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department 
of Justice and Crime in the United States 2006 , Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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Note: Countries included in selection each have prison populations in excess of 50,000 people. 
Represents dates between 2004 and Oct. 2006.
Source: JEC Calculation based on data from Roy Walmsley, "World Prison Population List," 
International Centre for Prison Studies, King's College, London (2006).

U.S. Incarceration Rate Is Largest in the World
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Sources: Correctional Populations in the United States, 1997  and Prison and Jail Inmates at 
Midyear series, 1998-2006 , Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice.
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The Incarceration Rate of African-Americans Remains 
Much Higher than Other Demographic Groups

U.S. Incarceration Rate by Race and Ethnicity, 1990-2006
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Source: Steven Raphael and  Michael Stoll, “Why Are So Many Americans In 
Prison?” March, 2007. 
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Changes In the Spatial Concentration of Incarceration In  
New York City: 1985-1996 

Changes In the Spatial Concentration of  
Incarceration In New York City: 1985-1996 

1985 Rate of Incarceration — Neighborhoods 
Rate per 1,000 persons > 15 years old 

(29% sample of persons sentenced to prison) 

1996 Rate of Incarceration — Neighborhoods 
Rate per 1,000 persons > 15 years old 

(29% sample of persons sentenced to prison) 

Source: Fagan, West and Holland, “Reciprocal Effects of Crime and Incarceration in New York City Neighbor-
hoods.” Fordham Urban Law Journal, 2003. 
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108,000 
Hispanics 

arrested (30%)

52,000 Whites 
arrested (14%)

196,000 Blacks 
arrested for 

marijuana (54%)

23,000 Blacks arrested
9,000 Hispanics arrested

5,000 Whites arrested
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Prevalence of Life Events for Men  
b. 1965-1969 

Whites Blacks

Marriage 72% 59%

Bachelor's Degree 32% 13%
Military Service 14% 17%

Imprisonment 3% 22%



 

Pay and Employment Among  
Ex-Prisoners (NLSY) 

Incarceration Effect
Hourly Wages 26%
Annual Weeks Worked -6.9 weeks
Log Annual Earnings 42%
Rate of Hourly Wage Growth 27%
Job Tenure 34%




